
"jprej"dicing the bill, lie had every*assur&nce that Ins
bineuduient would be adopted by the other brunch. The
Senate had pasbed the bill for the relief of Mrs. Thomp¬
son, which the House had ameuded and sent to them
trusting to them to adopt it, and he presumed the same

feeling of confidence might be reposed in the House.
Mr. MASON thought the cases were not parallel. The

Senate could do business, the House could not.
The question was taken on the amendment, uu 1 it was

agreed to: Ayes 16, noes 14.

MILITARY AND CIVIL SUPERINTENDENT*.
Mr. SHIELDS moved to strike out the proviso repeal¬

ing so much of the act of 'J3.1 August, 1842, as places the
superintendence of the national armories under an officer
of the ordnance corps.
On this motion a debate of some interest arose, in

which Messrs. SHIELDS, DAVIS, MILLER, l'EAKCE,
BORLAND, TOUCEY, BUTLER, BELL, MASON, CASS,
rHELPS, SUMNEll, and others participated, and various
propositions were disagreed to.

The question was taken on the naked proposition of
Mr. Smklos to strike out the proviso, and it was

decided in the negative.
Numerous other amendments were offered by Mr.

SHIELDS, and adopted; among the rest an appropria¬
tion of live hundred thousand dollars for defence of San
Francisco.

Mr. HUNTLll was in favor of fortifications, but this
bill was not the place for them.

Mr. GWIN defended the amendment with great zeal,
showing the necessity that existed for the defeuce of San
Francisco, a port that a single ship-of-war might place
under contribution, out of which a hundred millions of
gold was shipped annually.

The question was taken by yeas and nay>, an 1 decided
in the affirmative, as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Del!, Borland, Brooke,

l .arke, Cooper, Davis, Dawsou, DoSau.-sure, Downs, Foot,
ti -ycr, itivin, Ilamliu, llouiton, Hunter, Junes of Tennessee,
M.dlory, Mason, .Miller, Morton, Puarce, I'helps, Sebastian,
Shields, Smith, Spruanee, Underwood, and Walker.30.
NAY S.Meshrs. Adaius, Atchison, Bright, Urodhe'nd, Chase,

1> 'dj;o of Wisconsin, Dodge of luwn. Filtpatrick, Hule, Jones
of Iowa, Pettit, Ku-k, Sumner, and Wade.14.
Amendments were also adopted for fortifications in

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Maryland, Massachu¬
setts, and Maine, amounting to $1,134,">78.

Mr. GWIN moved to amend the bill by inserting an

. impropriation for a preliminary survey of a railroad to
the Pacific; which, after considerable debate, was ruled
out of order.

Mr. MALLOLIY moved to amend the bill by inserting a

c .u:-e authorizing tie President of the United States to j
accept the services of such troops of Florida as might be
r.»i«ed to enforce the remnant of the Seminole Indians to
leave that State.

Yiiis amendment was debated to a late hour, when.
Mr. BUTLER asked the unanimous consent of the Se-

i.atc to introduce a bill providing for administering the
©nth of office to Wm.i.\M it. Kino, Vice President elect
if the t'nited States of America.
By r.V* courtesy of the Chaiu, the bill was received-.

f No cj i v-ii in having beeu t ikeu on the amendmeut of
Mr. M.m i.".hy, it may be regarded as still pending.]
The bill was then read as follows :

t-fvrf, <L'r. That William L. Sharkey, who was ap-
; c-.tirul of the United States at Havana, be and he if
Lireby au'Uorized to administer, at Havana, in the Island of
Cuba, to William R. King. Vice President elect of the United
States .>! A-acrica, the o:ith of office prescribed by the sixth
urticlc of the Constitution thereof, on the fourth day of March
next, .-r_.--.iae sub-equent day, in the following Uruu, t<> wit.
.- I, \\ uliii.ii R. King, do ¦'¦jicinoly swear that I will support
t'ae Coi-motion of the lotted States." which oath, wh.n
thus i.tered, it shall be the duty of the -aid William L.
.-hark. \. ,u l he is hereby required, to certify under his hand
to the Cvi ,-ress of the United States.

See. 2. A oil i. it /« thT tfirtt'l. That any judge or magi*-
trj:,- it; ili I'nited States of America may administer the
. -.itu of '¦!.*. c aforesaid to the \ ice President elect on the 4th
<.! March i. xt. or on some day subsequent thereto: and the
« ffio .-r before Wh mi th-- same -hail be taken is hereby required
to certify the administration of the said oath, as is hereinbe-
I Tc provided.
And by itnuain; us consent it was considered and

passed. 4

REVENUE TROM POSTAL TREATY.
The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the body a

communication from the Post <>rtke Department, made in
compliance with a resolution of the 17th instant, relative
to the postage collected under the postal treaty with Great
Britain j which.
On motion by Mr. RUSK, was referred to the Commit-

tee on the Post Office and Post Roads and ordered to be
printed.

The report -rives the amount collected on account of the
British Post office from the date of the postul treat v.

Amount due each je«r on adjustment of the interna-
tional account :

Froii January l«t to June 80. 1849 $&>,G11 2'J
Front July l*t. 1®4!*, to Jane 30, 1 K.Vt 147,Ot"i-J 8J I
From July 1st. 18.j<>, to June .10, 18.>1 f»8,417 88
From July 1 ft, 1801, to June 80, 1 *~y2 101/J8S 'j'J

Making an aggregate to ;}<»th June. ls'.J $343,oM 51
In this nmount an estimate of SjU3.Wl.84 has been

added to the quarter < iding June 30, 1852, that account
not having Keen adjusted.
V hole amount paid to British Govermnen'...$278,481 1*»
Premium on exchauge 0 t;jo ob
Amount of commission* p-tid to postmasters

in the I nited States on the balance due to
(ireat Britain, is estimated at 57 W l 00
Late as was the hour, the courtesy of the Chaiu was

..t.il further taxed, and the following was received :
tin motiou by Mr. UNDERWOOD,

That the President be requested to communicate
to the Senate, if i.-: his opinion it be n t incompatible with the
ji'ibl e inferc*', the corre*{>ondeaee between our Minister in
I'l rtuga.1 ilnd the <i .verument of that cool try in relation to
the brig lien. Armstrong, and the liol»ility of the Portuguese
«. rernroeiH to puy for the same.

The bill from the llonsc for the relief of John Huffing-
toti w:»« r»ad and referred to the Committee of Claims

Mr. BRIGHT introduced a bill \,> indemnify the State
of Indiana for the failure of a title to a town-hip of land
granted to said Stnte on her a liuiasion into the Union in
lsl'i; which w,i» refeiTe^I to the Committee on the Public
Lands.

Mr. BORLAND introduced a bill for the relief of Sally
T. B. Cochrane, wid-.w of Lieut. R. F.. Cochrane, of the
army : which w.t# rc« I and jin>e I to a second reading.
On mot., n \,y \|r. HLNTF.R. the Senate considered the

mes1"(rt from the i(ou«c disagreeing to the second and
fourth .men !n < ut9 o! rf,^ St-ri.ttc to the bill for the sup¬
port o' the Military Academy; atol the Senate having

i <>n it<) amendment, a committee of conference waa

appointed by the Chair on the part of the Senate con-
si.-t-nit of Messrs. Peab<°b, BVwbi). and Su:i;i.i>s.

'.r»il tl e Senate adjourned.

IfOfSK OK KKURKSKNTATIVES.
Mr. JoN ES, of Tennessee, from the joint committee np-

jKiint..'Lto wait upon the President elect au 1 inform hiin
or bis election, reported.

.' That the c« tntnittee had |>erfonneil tlie duty ns«igned
them : an-1 that the President elect, in signifying his ac¬

ceptance of th«- offica to which he had been chosen bv the
j*vp!e, said : ' Vou will please to cottimuuicaU to the re- |
. spective Houses of Congress my acceptance of the trust
* confided to me, and at the same time express to them t,iv
. grateful acknowledgments, an-I assure Un-m of the deep
sense of obligation with which I regard this manifest

* tion f't confidence un the part of my countrymen. It will
' be my earnest endeav r to prove that their confidence
.has not been misplaced.'"

RBCfmOTAL TBADK.
The House then resumed the consideration of the bill

e-tublishing reciprocal trade with the British North Ame¬
rican colonies upon certain condition*, heretofore reported
fr. ui iue Committee on Commerce.

Mr. TUCK concluded his remarks in reply ta Mr. Ft I-
ira. of Maine, and in support of the bill, contending that I
the lumber interest was amply provided fbr by it.

Mr. CLINGM \N followed, end said that ho was dis¬
posed to support the substitute of the penthtnan from
Maine (Mr. Pcli.rr) for settling the fishery '8rticulties.
If Oreat Britain wottl I allow our people to fish where her
subjects do. he would be willing to permit her -aibjects to
sell fish in our markets upon the same fo iting as do our
own <itireri«. Ho trusted that, whatever the ll"iu«e might
do with other subjects embraced in this question, they
would l'bipt that portion of it in regard to the fisheries,
and that the British Government would accept it. He
concurred with th" ft'-tierai principles laid down by
the gentleman from New York in favor of free trade with
the Briti-h North American colonies, but thought they
wonl-1 apply with tenfold force in favor of free-trade
with (iri-nt Britain. He objected not to the srcneral prin¬
ciples of the report accompany ing the bill, but to its limi¬
tation.to its wry narrow policy. Ho then argued in
support or hi- amendment to throw open our ports to free
competition with tireat Britain.

Mr. WELCH move I a sect, n to the bill extending to
five years the time for payment of duties upon iron im.
ported for railroad purpose*.

The SPEAKER stated that the amendm-nt was not in
cr ier, there being a motion pending to commit the bill

Mr. TOWNSHBND replied to theasseni >n that the ag-
ricultural interests of the Northwest would be sacrificed
by the bill under consideration, and declared that the peo¬
ple of that section di I not fear competition. He urged
the necessity of including coal in the provisions of the bill
believing that, unless it should be inserted. Canada would
not accept this measure. Besides, it would bemfit the
Western coal trade. Before be concluded the mo;ninp
hour expired.

FRAUDS UPON THE TREASURY.
Mr. KING, of New York, from the committee of con¬

ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendments of the Senate to the bill to prevent frauds
upon the Treasury of the United States, submitted a re¬

port ; which was adopted.
Mr. STUART moved that the House proceed to the

consideration of business on the Speaker's table.
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the House go

into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Uuion .

which motion wius agreed to: Yeas 91, nays 84.
INDIAN APPROPRIATION HILL.

The House accordingly went into Committee of th«
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bocock, of Vir¬
ginia, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the
bill making appropriations for the current and contingent
expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling
tr ity stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the vear

ending June 30, 1854.
Mr. HOWAKD resumed and concluded his remarks in

opposition to the amendment of Mr. Johnson, of Arkan¬
sas, proposing to pay to the Creek nation, at tho rate of
twenty cento per acre, for eight millions eight hundred
and forty nine thousand acres of land taken from them,
ondjor which no account was ever rendered, the sum of
.Jil, 800, to be paid to the Indians per capita, and to be
m lull of all demands that the Creek nation may have
against tho Government of the Unite.l State*.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, replied, and moved to add
to his amendment a proviso that $200,003 of the proposed
appropriation shall bo set apart and invested, under the
direction of the President of the United States, in safe
stock, tiie annual proceeds theseof to be applied to the
purposes of education amongst, the Creek tril»e of In¬
dians.
The amendment was rejected.
Mr. TOOMBS moved to amend the Amendment by add¬

ing thereto a proviso that the sum of $:lS."i,l«7.it2 shall
be sot apart out of said compensation, and applied to the
payment of damages committed by said Creek nation up¬
on whites, as adjudicated and allowed by a commission
appointed in 1887 ; which was agreed to.
The amendment as thus amended was then n+jcted.
Other amendments were offered, principally from the

(. ominittee of NNays and Means and the Committee on In¬
dian Affairs, and disposed of.

Mr. I'lTCII moved an amendment appropriating $60,246
tor payment in full of the claim under that part of the
treaty of 18:11 which had relation to a grant of one hun¬
dred thousand acres of land in fee simple by the Ohio
Shawnees.

After debate, the amendment was agreed to: Ayes Go
noes .3'5.

Without disposing of the bill, the Committee rose.
Mr. CLARK asked consent to move to take up Semite bill

to regulate the terms of the district courts of the United
St.ites for the district of Iowa.

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected, believing no quo¬
rum to be ]>resent.

Mr. CLARK moved a suspension of the rules.
Pending which the House adjourned.

Thursday, Fkuruary "24, is.':;.

IN SENATE.
Mr. I)A\ IS, from the Committee on Commerce, report¬

ed a bill to amend an act entitled '-An act to authorize
the Secretary of the Treasury to license yachts, and for
other purposes," so that said Secretary l.e authorized to
grant registers as well as licenses.

.Mr. D. explained the object of the bill, and asked its
immediate consideration; which was agreed to, and the
bill was considered and passed.
Mr HUNTER, from the Committee on Finance, Report¬

ed ilouse bill making appropriations for the service of
the Post Otbce Department for the fiscal vear ending the
.10th .I tine, 1854, with an amendment.

[This amendment consists of an additional section, pro¬
dding that in all cases where the Post mister General
shall be satisfied that money or property stolen from the
imted States mail shall have been exchanged for other
money or property, and, upon the conviction of the thief
has been received at the Department, the Postmaster Gen!
e >»**. authority, upon satisfactory evidence that
the t une justly belonged to any individual, firm, or cor¬
poration, to pay over such money or property to the
owner thereof.]

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committeenu Military Affairs
asked to be discharged from the further consideration of
a1 the subjects then before thut committee; which was
agreed to.

ARMY APPROPRIATION KILL.
This bill was then taken up. The amendment of Mr.

Malloky in relation to the employment of the troops of

jected.
reUUTC th° Fi,>ri'l:l lu'lia,li having been re-

Mr. CHASE moved to amend the bill by inserting the
following which he did by direction of the Com nittee on
Roads and Canals:

" j1"'' ^ J-rthrr «>(»(</>»/, That th« Secretary of
,, J h.e " b,c.rc.l'.v "Uthorlael, under the direction of

hi t r» 1 T
to e"0''"y »aeh portion of

the Corps ot Topographical Engineers, mid such other persons
as be may deem necessary. t-. make *u.-h exploration, and sur¬
veys as¦ he uiay deem adti»abU to ascertain the moat practica¬
ble auu economical route for n railroad from the Mis»is>Jppi
river to the Pacific oceau: and that the ?u.u of *lau UtHI .r to

much thereof as may b* ne««a.ary, l., W.J ,te ,a.uc if^
'uryryr'aU * thc "f 'wU exflorutions and

Afl K' ir jtn, l,rr That the engineer* and
other persons employed in «uch exploration and Surrey* -hall
bo orgunited in a* many distinct corps a, then are route, to be

rn"/! /!Bi r !f«n,,1rfp0rt! 'han ^ ,uid before Congreh»
on <»r before tht* fir*t Mundujr 10 February, J4.
, ,

~ A"!i " /«"{"' tnaHtd, That in making #uch ex-
p orations and purveys, the engineers and other person* eur-
ployed under the authority of this aet may be directed to act
in concert w,.h any engineers employed by «nv Individuals or

wlT* i** v. "T" *-aerml "bj"vt: **d the Seen tary of
* ar u jU authorized and required to receive proposals from

", l'" ati >n» for th. hat, .ti..ri. , tlu ,....d
twe. nthe valley of the Mississippi the Pacific oeean, and
to my the same before Congrcuji ot the next region.
Mr CHASE explained the object of his amendment.
And after some remarks from Messrs. RUSK and C VSS

as to certain terms used.
Mr. HUNTER could not agree to the amendment, as no

tint would be allowed for discussion by the other branch
He . ,d not conceive it a fair course to be pursued towards
the House to bring iu incongruous matters, that would
have to be acted on by that body without debate, and thu*

ITl'1"tt m* r*i 'i°f b'1,J aDd' **aide<, would bring
trr°i J2psUt,°n ?hhiU »PPr°l

Mr LI TLLR opposed tLe amendment, on the ground
itTVl W'fi ,nuk" nn ^responsible

no i » ,i
'""Joritjr for carrying oat fav*>rite projects;

Mr ",°.,t ',e W0Ul'f "iCri*ce 1 bi"-

*«i,if !; Mrc;' ,0 "nle",, tUe »»Md»»cut. He
.h i ill I Was 10 >t would be two

thousand miles over an uninhabited country ; if the other
one .louaaud uiilcs. If the road were surveye<l and per-
maneut.y laid down and his amendment adopted, settlers
Wouid be attracted, and, settling along the li.e would
furnish law, grow provision*. Ji ma^f.uure th.^S.
and tmplements necessary for the construction of the roai
He would tubunt his amendment t<; tU«> s nAte

Mr1 Cuaw^T1 ^\U)^ ^ amendment of
Mr tiuse, and insert the.following:

'. W.th a view to the allim.it*e»n»tni«Uon of the railroad
from -me -uiUide p...u w. st of the M ppi .v« u!S
prai t fable point ,m the cum of the Parifi .r ,ht. (MM..
urn In.e of Labfornia, within the jurbdiet'on oj th. I nited
. tot< s, them .hall he detailed from the corp. f tt.rM.oranhienl
.mtrin-.rs a mffieieat foree, wh^se duty it -hull he to proceed
i»f ihp pfRcttcitbiti to fdtfct, PUT\ V Icmm * n. I i

th« t'K'-t proper and eligible rrotin l, ron!| rio» mor^than
feet Wid# for i.aid reilron l. and to make a hrt to the

I »'iHoti » m"1"' - uh a .| uc|, .n ey ari(]
location, together with an approximate estiuiute of the eo«t of
conrtrueting such « railroad.

.Kee. . Ai>ilit jurtkrr r»n- ti'i. That, a.< soon as praetiea
ble aner aid r-ad thr.ll have be. n surveye.l lin.| th#
f "jrvejed,m the oth rlands of the United >r .te. bHXr
been nere»oi. re Mirveyed, ,ix townships wide 4, each ...|P .f

.och r:,a ir"T rh i CXtABt "[ ,lie U" '« "long
nil r >n I, and ev- n mimbrred seeto.ns of the land' to be

surveyed, except sections Ifl «nd JU», shall bc granted and
-free of Wt, in.pLtiti. .;:'!

exeee.img ]>¦ »rrcs, to each jn-rson who eh;.!! settle up ,1tt t
occupy and 'ultivate the -ame for oae year: PnriZl Thai

^ ».* "<.»f«iiy: ..r, if ,ln:
he age of twenty.one years and upward*, citisen of the Uni-

a ,! »*ifig declared his or her intention to become
such, aeeonlr g to .he nataralisatbrtl law. of the I r.it" 1

re" .nl'v'h' l'i ""'"'T land* .ball b.

, r .. i 1 V ''i*P"»-d of for the Ultimate con-tru.-rio.

.ame
" r" ' *f"' ,l4e 1ni«hing and equipment of the

!: " r '.>"«<** That the sum of
# #|11 i

in h^rthy npprf>pri«»te4lf out of anr
money the ..«herw ppropHateT, for he
purpose ot earrying thle a. t into effect"

Mr. CHASE contended that the amendment would in-
troduee a new element and, though willing to favor he
principle contained in it, he could not agree to it in th I
instance, and he hoped it « ,

\ir W 4 i i vn 7 ' : not be pressed.Mr. WALKER insisted that the amendment introduced
no new element; the subject ».».| been di-csse.

"
i le.«h

...d was one dearly cherishM» t,y the American people
whieh' waTtl" (°nf r"' " * beneficent object!
Mr M \St>N could''not nm^rstand* hoT^ ,"°PlC

like the one before them, which had bee,, ^Xu!'Tf
order yesterday, should beoffered to-day Certainly it wa
the same in effect; and he raided the point of Td'r

Mr. CHASE explained that the preKf-nt amendment
was offered at the instance of the Corpwittee on Road.
and t anals, while the o.e offered yesferd.y wa, at the
.uggestton of an individual Senator.
A long discussion here endued, in which Me««r« \i«

SON, IlCTLEK, CU.USE, BKI0HI, l;oa£.»Nu" il.UE,

till others participated; when the Cha'.r wis called on
to decide.

Mr. BADGER (in the chair) decided the amendineut
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Chase) to be in order;
when au appeal was taken, and the Cii.uk was sustained
by the following voto : Yeas 40, nays .">.
The ClIAlll ruled the amendment (giving his reasons

therefor) of Mr. Walker to be out of order,
Mr. WALkfSR then materially modified his amendment,

and offered it to the Senate; when
The CHAIK decided that it was in order.
Mr. CHASE took an opposite view, and contended that

if the first decision was correct the other was manifestly
wrung, and gave his reasons for the conclusion he hail
arrived at.
The question was argued at some length, and the Chair

was again sustained, as follows: Yeas 25, nays 10.
Mr. ADAMS then addressed the Senate at length, con¬

tending that the amendment contained all the principles
of the homestead bill, and denounced that measure as

improper and irreconcilable with the Constitution.
Mr. CHARLTON followed, ami was very severe on the

homestead bill, and ridiculed the idea of its title, which
was to encourage Agriculture, kc.

Mr. 1")W E, of Iowa, was zealous in its defence, declar¬
ing its principles to be in harmony with republican institu¬
tions.

Messrs. BUTLER and HUSK also submitted some re¬
marks; after which the further consideration was post-
poned until to-morrow, and the amendments ordered to
be printed.

POST OFFICE CONTRACT.
At this late hour the CIIAIR laid before the Senate a

communication from the Post Office Department, mude in
compliance with a resolution calling for copies of proposi¬tions made or contracts entered into fur the transporta¬tion of the mail from New York, New Orleans, aud Vera
Cruz, to San Francisco, which, on motion of Mr. HUSK,
was referred to the Comnyttee on Post Offices and Post
Hoods, and ordered to be printed.
[From this it appears that a contract has been entered

into with A. K. Ramsay and E. II. Carmick, of New York,
at $42(1,000 per annum, for a semi-monthly mail from
Vera Cruz, Acapulco, and Mouterev to San Francisco,
and back in thirteen days each way, being an extension
of two of the trips on the New Orleans and Vera Cruz
line through Mexico, making oue through line in sixteen
days between New Orleans anil San Francisco. This
contract to be sanctioned by Congress, and is now in New
York waiting the signature of the parties.]

OCEAN STEAMERS.
On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the bill from the House

of Representatives making appropriation for the transpor¬tation ot the United States mail by ocean steamers and
otherwise during the fiscal year ending the .'iOth June,
1851, was read and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Aud the Senate adjourned.

HOI SK OF KEPRKSENTATIVES
On motion of Mr. CABELL, of Florida, by consent, the

iouse proceeded to consider the bill for the relief of Mrs
Mary \V. I hompson and Mrs. V. Lomax, returned f*,m the

\C"m '

iMde
Hn aU'eildmint' insertinS tbe name of Mrs.

I lie amendment was concurred in.
RECIPROCAL TRADE.

tea resumed the consideration of the bill
establishing reciprocal trade with the l!riti>li North Ame-

" UPt°U certaincondition-, heretofore reportedfrom the Committee on Commerce.

bv'ViimTv^V^jHE^D conclu,kJ t!;e commenced
i>} hmi yesterday in support of the bill.

Mr. ML ART said that, if this bill was to he passed bythu CongresM in any form whatever, he regarded it ex-

U to dagly UWZ-tti?ha\!he »fco«U be taken upon
i If' .

should not be done to-dav, it could not
under their rules be dune until next Tuesdaj!, wldch hi
thought every gentleman would admit would be quite too

S9Tr "T defin.it?.action «Pon the subject by the
I., n 1V1 * took hls st'!U> he should therefore de-

he -no H?tF0UJ C'Uebtion' which bought would test

,?r;s ,to ^hcther °r ":t would
pass tuis oi.l. lit* had only time to say that it etnbra-cd
the settlement of the fishery question,"which Was of va«t
importance to the entire country. It *1mi provided for

JwTt'rtif1"°' "V,'- u"r<.c «;i
'Ilcur It, which he regarded as a question of very cr at
moment. It also adjusted the terms upon which trade

X I ntlsh Co,Iouics ,iud ,hi* ®°*®rnuient should
hereafter be transacted. Now, a bill of this kind could
not be framed to suit every body and all the diversified
lutemts of this nation; and he desired to see at once if
gentlemen would be willing to compromise something ofall those interests for a great and universal benefit It

l'.f. I .
stand by their peculiar interests, they never

would adjust any national -juostion. Ho hoped that the
amendments offered to the bill would be voted down, and
demanded the previous question.
«e»]l* r.VNuMA:S' with tL® view ff ascertaining the

.lh,e "ouse, moved to lay the bill on the table
upoui» ucli motion tLe yeas and nays were ordered, when
.Mi. L. withdrew it.
Mr OUR renewed it; and the question being takcu, it

.
1,1 ,he ne8atiTlf }>y the following vote:

R 'I ia~ ter"i ^iktn' A,li''un> Ashe, Averett, DaxidJ. !
r I I n ^ere' J", Dll,iKha"«. Uowi,-. George II. Br ,wn.
Caldwc I, Clemens, Clmgraan, Cobb, Coleock, Curti*, Ui,n.
? i.

' fT* Weklin, Henry M. Fuller, Tho«. J. I>.
r oller, Gamble, Harper, Houston, John W. Howe, Thou u> M.
il-we. Hunter, Jackson, George W. J. <j!nn,.v juntt
Kuhns, Kurt*, Landry, Leteher, Martin. McDuti.tl.l, Me-
Muilrn. M<-^ueen, MeaHiRm, John Moore, Moreh-ad V «

S&l£Z'8°'!th>Wi> ^ruU'i Pbc,p#' ,Ucd' Seurrvi
c. ..

Siaith, *red. P. Stanton, Alexander li. .Stephen,
.^trattun, . trotLer, H ulhie<>, Washburn, Watkius, Welch \d

^hite,,WUliam», and Woodward <3. '. |
«A\*S.,Me.«r<. Wui. Appleton, Bibcock, Beale, B,r.n»tt

I-rock, Bowne. Boyd, Breekenridge, Brentou, Bri^ij-, Ilr k-'
IkM r- n

C".nKt,,n J"«- Cable, Tbompson r,mr,.'
».n n i*1"' « Chnrohwell, Cla,k, Cleveland, Cott-
man. Darby, George T. Davi., John 0. D*vi«, Dawson, Dan

j
I'"n*'nn' Dunham, Eastman, Ldrerton 1M-

r,'n'r V-VU!'- F,"rcn<'«'' <>'».vlord, OlddincH,
ytin EhinJ S' <*or,"!%n' Urrn' Uni* <iruw> Hall, 11am-
iS, u GI,""rrlt' ,,.Ur'' Haven, llen-

Y llowi I^i it".' ' Bur furd, Howard,Thorn,s
I lin ^ it

* roi!' V1"'' J'nkin', Andrew Johoa<«, James

;t r: I JnnZ' <J- KinC' iT-o,; KinP
M N.V, \ v,

. Mmod' «cL«nahau, Meade, Miller
M l! 't-. Molony. Mur,;hy Murray, 2?aberp. Samuel W |',ir-

J d^ n P 'wn°''nw !'r, e' Prie,. Hi h-
«rl n. Robbinf, Kobte, Rol.ini.on, Ho*«, Hawcll, ftackett
«h, ruicr.K.rn >choomn»ker, Orijeo 8. Seymour, S» ,,ilv

riS. «d.VaJi-.ii,rn'' VcnabIt' W"''b' U'"C 'X. W,|J.

1 he previous question wa* then seconded.
And pending any further action on the bill, the morn-

inn hour having expired.
,

'"'LMoN inored that the House resolve itself in¬
to Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union re¬
marking that there remained of^e session but seven

bill. loVaeieTupon141 *'ght "PProPria,'<"«
J he motion wr.s agreed to.

IN Li! A*' APPROPRIATION BILL.

wi l /w'*0,?00 t,lC went into Committee of the
\ hole, Mr. B,h.<kk, of Virginia, in the chair,) and re-

nu- t ie consi'loratioii of the bill making ftppropiia-
.'.ns ..r t ie current and contingent expenses of the In-

'IinII Utfffeit!-tciw»nf nt.,1 4V- r.
*

.

tion' fnr eti rf">,'-Cr' 'l** ^U,t* ltes ,0 °Pcn negotia¬
teZ! ,e. I,,di<in t0 l"'1'

hi of ^raska. He aid that

ev e .M , ! tokJ"po?0 Of some of their land*, a-

they coubl not altogether rabsin by the chase.
thi it «,Il i i /PP',H''1 thc contending

Aftir fDrtfl^r: W'lh °"r Pr"-nt Indian policy.
^

i
eiate, the amendment was agreed to:

Ayea 11, noes ;»<). ®

eiril!t',h.h;'NJR V moVC'1 to ?,M * secliyn t0 'he bill, to the

, .
"liy person who ia now or May be chargedwith the payment of any of the appropriations made by

uV'tUu. .7 "Ct 'h",11 fm-T Cl^k -'«PW^^** t
* 7.. '

K 4rt"l"ire clerk or employ^ to j
accept or give a voucher for an amount greater than that
which iii received, the ollicer ihus acUng ,|,all be deemed
gu. ty ofamMdemeanor, shall be fined double the sum

u j. |
f-Atlr'wl iehi,1|ilint ihC t0 mnk* " -tateaent of
facts which, being known to the committee, be presumedwould produce a unanimous vote in favor of this amend- jii ,T '° i,,,a l':'r,'cnl:irs or to be
personal ; but he would state facts which r,*bodv could
con rovert. He knew a clerk in one of the Departments
of this Government who had been a merchant of lar?e
fortune and high character, but. beooininit insolvent he

. Ckrub.p .f . J"tollm , 7«r"
as the only means of supporting his fa.IIv u/died
very indigent, and the symp ,thjr >. the I, pa'rtment was
-o strong that the head of it Was almost compelled by the
force ol 'hat sympathy, to appoint his [ boy'of six-
teen year, ol age-a fine looking boy. and very compe¬
tent as a clerk, writing au excellent hand-to fill he
place made vacant by his father , death, that he might
have the means of supporting his mother and younger
brothers an.) sisters, thrown upon him, utterly h.dicent

A
,

»«". "¦. -.I", dofl«
per annum, and now how did it work ? Thc v i.ut tho hov

z::? jy^ru;lr-u> whirh ihej' ^1^-1 b.m Z,
assent, that he should receipt monthly as if )ie wns re¬

ceiving a thousand dollars per year, while three hundred
dollar, was transferred to some employ* jn tbe U u
ment. He pr«,tested again-t this outrage this nolltieaL
crime. He called the attention of the l>er>'irtmei i »n it

In,.id .,r, ... .

cedenu, and he therefore supposed »hat this wu« common

:n all the Departments of Government. Now, if the De¬
partments could take from one clerk a portion of the
salary Congress had given him, they could take from him
all, and it they could transfer a portion of his compensa¬
tion to another, they might transfer it to their own pock-
its. In his opinion, this was precisely one of those politi-
cul crimes for which impeachment was the only remedy.
And this was common in all the Departments here, as he
understood. Certainly, in this cuso it was true, because
the head of the Department wrote him a long letter, ex-
plaining and defending it.

Voices. Who is it?
Mr. GENTRY replied that it was the Secretary of the

interior. Now, in making appropriations, he thought it
was the duty of the House to prevent such Executive
abuses as these, and it would be a source of regret with
him as he was about to retire from public life, that lie
would not have an opportunity, before doing so, of co¬
operating in the impeachment of some head of Depart¬
ment; for during the whole period of time he had been a
member off ongress, lie believed a majority of them were
proper subjects of impeachment. It was his deliberate
conviction that the House of Representatives was called
upon to meet the contemplations of the constitution, and
to teach these Executive officers of the Government that
i*m were responsible to the popular branch of tho Gov¬

ernment. I he greatest service they could perform for the
country would be to impeach one or more of the heads of
. epariments, and such au example would domore good to
the country than any thing else Congress could do. .

tllLt}' of Virginia, begged leave to say that al-

friend f h' 8e°7*#rJ °J I,,toriof WaS »° P^^lnend of his, yet he had always been a personal friend;
and without consulting the Secretary, he would under-
ake to say that if then- was any thing in his official con-

meet '\r°VVr "U JCCt tiJT iuvesti^tion, he was ready to

Mr. GENrRV stfid that he did not intend to make anycharge against the Secretary of the Interior. His atten¬
tion had been called to this particular case and last ses

llenhid l«ug f If0 atteAti0n °f th* S<*retarv to the abuse.

nroeeH.
through him thai epifc , V.uge number of

precedents existed, and had also learned from various
UltrT,Uy' th,lt this w,l!i a custom of the

unni the* # , ",ut ,ntend t0 make aivonslaught
nh li . SL>C,:eta1ry °f tLe luteri°f. but upon all who in-

uuigea m such abuse*.
Mr. BAYLY said that as to the other Heads of Depart-

ViTXt,6 n "i'! 1 ^8ay' as th*y d,,J uyt C0U1e from
lrginia, [laughter;] but bo far as the Secretary of tho

Interior was concerned, he would say, for the very reason
that that gentleman was a Virginian, that if there was

any cause of impeachment against him, he demanded it
should be brought forward.

Mr. GENTRY said that, to gratify his friend from Vir¬
ginia, he would state that he was a Virginian himself in
the second degree. [Laughter.] He (Mr. G.) was for
old \ lrginia whenever old Virginia was right, uiwi was
against her when wrong. The messenger to whom these
three hundred dollars of this poor boy 's salary had been
transferred was also a Virginian, [laughter,] and then he
was in the Pension Office, which he was afr.iid was rather
a Virginia concern. J Renewed laughter.]

Mr. fclANL\ deftnded the .Secretary of the Interior.
The gentleman from Tennessee, although he knew about
this matter at the last session, had waited until now, at
the very heel of the session, before bringing it to the at¬
tention of Congress. He (Mr. S j knew Mr. Stuart to be
a i?l ieMrilfri?t'ir01c',;'')'e integrity and honesty.
.

-Mr. LLlUIhlt referred to a transaction which had oc¬
curred in the ( ens us office, and read certain papers in re¬
lation thereto.
Mr.GENlU\ disclaimed as his motive any personal

hostility or political malignity against the Secretary of
the Interior, lie only desired to correct what he con¬
sidered a great abuse, which had grown up in the Execu¬
tive Departments.

said that,.inasmuch as the gentleman from
\ irgima had brought forward before the committee the
conduct ot the Superintendent of the Census, as an act of
justice to that gentleman he felt constrained to say that
some week or ten days ago, Mr. Kennedy authorized him
to say that he desired an investigation of all the chanres
P^'^rr^ against him. He courted au investigation at
the hands of the House, and had no disposition to screen
himself trom an examination of the charges made against
his official conduct.

6

Mr. TOOMBS thought that what had been stated by
the gentleman from Tennessee should be examined into.
In iji* opinion, such u practice as that which had teen rc-
rerrea to was inconsistent with honor and hone-ty
Til .« fur,(her cuntil,ui'd by Messrs. ST HO-
IiiMC, and others.

Mr. BlUm N, of Mississippi, said that those persons
who were charged to be guilty of these great improprie¬
ties would go out of office to-'morrow week, and thev would
be succeeded by men who would not be guilty of these mis¬
demeanors. It occurred to him that this was legislating in
advance ag anst tuwe who wore soon to come into power,

per! v" "° bt aJmiu'<tcr tIie Government pro-
Mr. TOOMBS. Will the gentleman tell us who are to

come in I should like to kn<.w.
Mr. BROWN. Why, Democrats. [Laughter. 1
^^urther debate, the amendment was agreed to.
he l»il. was then laid aside to be reported to the House.

compensation OF DErOSlTABIES.

»l l,n,ia1u0n ?[ ^lr-JOSEH, of Tennessee, the oommittce
hen took up the bill of the Senate to provide compensa¬
tion to such persons as may be designated by the Secret*-
ZV.tr, TVfW}\t° an,J keeP the public money

thc. fi t1^n,h 'wti"n *>'. act of sixth August,
eighteen hundred an J forty-six, for the additional services
require ! under that act, heretof,-re reported from the Com¬
mittee of Ways and Means, with an amendment.
, A{;*r ®*pl'iuations, the amendment was agreed to, and
the bill laid a-ide to be reported to the House.

MAIL TRANSPORTATIONS.
On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the committee next pro-

recde to consider the bill making appropriations for the
transportation of the United States mail by ocean steamers
snd otherwise during the fiscul year ending the 40th .lune

'v' wnicli, having been rea l, was laid aside to be re¬
ported to the House.

T lie committee then rose ml reported its action to the
House, when

I he two bills last aetcl on by the committee were save-
ru ly read the third time and pr:*«ed.
The House next proceeded to consider the amendments

ma-.e in committee to the Indian appropriation bill, and
they were all ncreed to.
The bill was then read the third time and priced.

OTHER BILLS I'ASKKll.

v NIri /J)NT0N- of Tennessee, from the Committee on

.V 'i reported back Senate joint resolution to pro-
ri'Ie for straightening the eastern boundary line of the
riaval hospital lands, New Vork; which was read the
third time and parsed. I
Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post Offloe ami
osi Loads, reported a bill estaVjr-hingcertain po»t routes;

which *»< read three times nnd passed.
Mr. M1LLSON, from the Committee on Revolutionary

I ension*, reported a bill for the relief of Edward Box-
which was read three tim*s nnd pa«sed.
On morion of Mr. GENTRY, under a suspension of the

rule-. Senate bill for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberta was
taken up, read three times, and passed.
MrCOLCOCK moved a suspension of the rules, so ns

> enable hiin to move to take up Senate resolution au¬

thorizing the adjustment an I payment of the claim of
in. Ilxzzard Wigg. deceased, for losses sustained by him

luring the war ol the Revolution.
Pending which, the House adjourned.

Friday, fkijhi:art '2"yf 1853.

IX SENATE.
Mr. BORLAND asked the unanimous consent of the

Senate to take up the bill for the relief of Sally T B
ochrane, widow of the late Col. R. E. Cochrane, United
ates Army It would not occupy a moment, and when

read would explain it-elf.
Consent having been given, the bill was considered nnd

pn««eu.
'!P'A"BnU obtained leave to introduce a bill to

i7e'r,l% Vi C«0.im for the invc,,,iK»«'«" of claim" againstthe tailed States; which was referred to the Committee
on tlie Judiciary.

REAPING MACHINE.

«l,e linV ''.i'1 ,hetC0DJt"t the Senate to take up
eibil tor the relief «>f Hiram Moore and Jgbn Haecall,which had been laid on the table on the suggestion of the

upv't "arnP"bire, (Mr. halk.)
r. UN rER hoped the motion would not prevail He

firt'Ln n°.tlCC tl1'^t he w"uH cn" "P ,he Military bill in

Uie bHI tw r *II *i r''' hn'l,ft!rCn*^ PXPlre<I- He knew that
the J.ill now called for would give rise to debate.

Mr. r hi,' II nil) it would be the last opportunity afford-

H e"to ,5: bi,l "P it ooildgive
Mr. HCN I KR knew it was a eonte«ted case. The Se-

heaH aTne K .I"1?n'1 t",', intim^cd a wish to be

fate ,

h« submitted whether it would be right, at this

IntVt ? the Ir T*U'n; 10 ,akc UP bills of private claim-

PuUpbl^Xnt
actly prepared,' as L .

cid^iil^etffirm,:;^ ,,e0n PUt ^ thC ^

basinssi! of^J ni\ mu<t "''lent that no more

therefore move to '1° "I urf.?1ouI'1 ,>c *»<< he should

r;.,ou,c °»,h«^ *«¦>

Mr. ( ASS thought such a course very extraordinary

'X ch uiT ti^'T '? "P »»«»»CHAIR. The motion is n«d debuteable.

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the question
was deeided in the negative, as follows:
YEAS.Me»«rc. Dodger, Brooke, Charlton, CUrke, Cooper,Dawson, Douglas, Hunter, James, Joues of Tenne»»ee, Man

gum. Morton, Pettit, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Wade.17.NAVS. MeterH. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Bradbury, Bright,Brodhead, Cass, Cba^u, Davis, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs,Felch, Filzpatriek, Foot, Hamlin, Mallory, Norris, Phelps)Rusk, Sebastian, Sutuuer, Toucey, Underwood, Weller. 21.
Mr. JAMES then rose uud addressed the Senate at con¬

siderable length in opposition to the bill, expressing his
readiness at all times to defeud the rights of iuveutors
but at the same time to secure the publio from monopo¬lies. He said this patent had expired iu 1850, and the
patentees, after sleeping «n their rights for more than
two years, during which this machine had come into ge¬neral use of the public, and large capital had beeu in¬
vested in it, they came forward to the House of Repre¬sentatives and had a bill passed not only to renew their
original patent, but ull the improvements that had been
made from time to time. He thought such a bill mon¬

strous in itself, and if passed would do more injury to in¬
ventors than twenty such bills could ever do good.
Mr. WALKER also spoke at some length and with great

earnestness against the leading features of the bill, de¬
claring that it would be ruinous to the agricultural inte¬
rests of the country, undertaking to affirm, if that bill
were passed, that farmers would be liable to be stopped in
their harvest, whether using Hussey's, Casey's, or McCor-
mick's reaping machine, any one or all of which it would
iufriuge. He was willifly to renew the original patent,
and had so informed the parties, but they were not satis¬
fied with that. The subject had been taken out of the
hands of the Judiciary and of the Patent Office, and sub¬
mitted to hasty legislation. He ooncluded by moving to
refer the bill to the Committee on Patents; which motion
prevailed, and the bill was referred.

AltMY APPROPRIATION BILL.
Mr. HUNTER then called up the bill making appro¬

priations for the army ; the question pending being the
amendment ottered by Mr. Wal^kk to tUo uineudtucut
Mr. Chase.
The amendment of Mr' Walker was rejected and that

of Mr. Chase adopted.
Mr. MASON ottered amendments; which were adopted.
Mr. BORLAND moved to amend the bill by inserting a

clause giving to the discoverer of the use of the auassthetic
agent .$100,000 when a decree of the court of New York
should name the individual entitled. This amendment was
recommended by the select committee to which the subject
had been referred, and was offered by direction of the
Committee on Military Affairs.
Mr. 110 ItLAND tustained the amendment at some

length, and, after considerable discussion, the amendment
was amended so as to provide that no part of the
$100,000 should be paid to either of the parties named in
the act until he shall make oath that he has not been
guilty of collusion with either of the other parties in any
way whatever.
The amendment was adopted.
After other amendments, one was offered by Mr.

DAWSON to appropriate $10,000 for a Western asylum,which was decided in the affirmative.
Mr. DOUGLAS moved to amend the bill by adding a

section, the effect of which was that the President was
to enter into contract with such person as shall make
the most satisfactory proposals for defending and pro¬tecting the emigrant route and keeping up a good condi¬
tion of the roade through the country of the United States
IV jm the western border of the States in the Mississippivalley to the western border of California, and to the
Pacific ocean, iu the Territory of Oregon, on the followingconditions :

1st. To establish posts along the road at such distances
as the President may designate, and k»ep at least twenty-
s.x well-armed men at each post to protect emigrants,traveller ., and settlers.

Jd. To keep in vepair a good wagon road along each
of said routes, with bridges or ferries across ull the
streams, and charge no higher rate than is prescribed bytho President.

Mr. WALKER moved to amend the amendment byiusertiug the following:
" That, in consideration of the services required by this

section, the President is authorized to grant such con¬
tractors four section? of land in the vicinity of such jHjsts,which said ^runt shnll be in full ot all services rendered or
expenses incurred under this section."

Which was agreed to; and the amendment of Mr.
Douglas, as thus amended, was passed by the following
vote :

YEAS.Messrs. Borland, Bright, llrodhead. Chase, Clark?,
Cooper, DcSaussure, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa,
Douglas, Downs, Felch, liwin. Hale, Hamlin, Jauies, Jones of
Iowa, Shields, Sonle, Sumner, Toucey, Wade, Walker, und
Weller.25.

j NAYS.Messrs. Adams, Badger, Bell, Bradbury, Charlton,
Dawson, Fitipatriek, Foot. Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, Mal-
lory, Mangum, Mason, Miiler, Morton, Norris, Pettit, Phelps,Pratt, Rus|c, Seward, Ppruanee, and Underwood.23.
The bill, after other amendments, was reported to the

Senate, when a motion was made to strike out the provision! for the appointment of civil instead of military superin¬tendents of the national armories, which was decided in
the negative.
A motion was then made to reconsider, ponding which

the Senate adjourned.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. GORMAN rr.ovfcd to go into Committee on the Pri¬
vate Calendar; which motion was disagreed to: Ayes 4.'5,
noes not counted.
The motion of Mr. Horsms was then agreed to.

NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL.
And the House accordingly went into Committee of the

Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Kino, ofNew York,
in the chair,) and proceeded to consider the bill making
appropriations for the naval service for the year endingthe oOth of June, 1854.
The Committee immediately rose, when the House

udoptc I a resolution closing all debate on the bill iu two
hours, and then the Committee resumed its session.

Mr. STANTON, ol Tennessee, moved to amend the first
item appropriating *^,771,418 for pay of officers and,
se.»men, so as to increase the sum to $3,120,048, provi¬ded that the number of seamen, ordinary stamen, and
landsmen hereafter employed shall be increased to nine
thousand, and the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to
pay thein, at his discretion, in the form of bounties, ten
per cent, in addition to their present rate of pay. ,

He said that it was well kuown thatxhe Committee on
Naval Affairs had not been able to report for somethinglike twelve months. They had prepared important inea-
surcs for the consideration of the House, and he now saw
no ot'.ier alternative but to present such as were most im¬
portant as amendments to tho bill before the coinmittcc.
Lis object now was to do uothing more than to make a
plain and simple statement of the amendments ; ami pre-
sent such reasons for their adoption as he could within
the brief space allotted him under the rules.

He then gave notice that at the proper time he would
bffer an amendment appropriating $2,"»00,000 for build-
ing, equipping and arming, aspropellers, thrcefrigatcs and J
three sloops of war, two to be fitted with caloric engines.He paid that he had been informed by the Secretary of
the Navy that Mr. Eric son, having so much confidence
in his caloric engine, hud proposed to the Department to
build two ships of n large siic, guarantying that they
should ucquirc a very high degree of speed, and burn
only some eight tons of coal per day. If his amendment
should be adopted, these offers would be accented. He
then proceeded to show the importance of adopting this
measure at the present time. He coutcuded that its
adoption would secure economy, and said that his princi¬
pal object was not so much to add to the number of vessel*
in the navy as it was to substitute, for our old aad in-
efficient models, vessels built upon the most approved
plans. The general sentiment of our country, the nature
of our institutions, required that in time of peace our

navy should be comparatively small. The proposition
which he presented, although it might seem to be one of
great importance, was not in contravention of this geueral
sentiment or of the nature of our institutions ; it was not
to create a large navy, but to crcate one of the greatest
possible efficiency. A full investigation would bear him
out in asserting that wc spent nearly one million and a
half of dollars annually upon the repair of vessels, which
might almost as well have been thrown into the sea.
He then argued to show that We had no vessels cornpe-

tent to compete with those reccutly built by England and
France, and that in the present state of our foreign affairs
we should stand prepared for every emergency. He
thought we might consider ourselves as very insecure,
and believed that the time would Sf eedily come when we
would be involved in difficulties and dangers for which we
would be utterly unprepared. He referred to the neces-jsity of erecting such temporary fortifications at San
Francisco as would be necessary for its defence, and
thought that annexation was a l>etter policy than the
present system of entangling alliances.

Mr. BOWIE referred to the foreign polity of the 'n*

coming Administration, as shadowed forth by leading
members <>f the Democratic party, and contended that the
country was not prepared to maintain such a policy. He
compared the navies cf the great maritime Powers, and
showed that the United Stutes was but tho sixth naval
Power in the world. Having abandoned the system of
fortifications, we must rely upon our navy. The great
struggle of our country with other nations must be upon
the ocean. Our people were essentially commercial, as
well 4s agricultural and manufacturing, and our agricul-
ture and manufactures would be worth nothing to us if
we hnd not the command of tho sea. In the language of
Sir Walter Raleigh, .' whoever commands the sea, com-
mnnds the trade; and whoever commands the trade,
commands the riohes of the world." He then proceeded
to prove that we were not only deficient in fortifications
and the number of our vessels of war, but wholly defi¬
cient in number of guns and ordnance.

I Mr. CABELL, of Florid*, said that it wns Lis purposeto address the committee on the propriety of establishing
a Hue of communication between this country and China
a subject to which he had given great attention, but as
the time to wh:ch the debate had been limited had nearlyexpired, he should have to defer his remurks to some
other occasion.

Mr. TOOMBS said that he had intended to present
some views iu regard to foriificatious and the navy, and
regretted that time would not now allow him to do so.
lie was against the amendments proposed by the ger,tie-
man from Tennessee, because they had not sufficient timein which to consider them, and lie trusted the committeewould reject them, deemiug it improper to r,et upon such
grave and important matters without du;. reflection. Heshould like to have the time to show detail that all the
money that had been expended tlie navy within thelast twenty years had been thrown awny, squandered,.without uny increase of the, navy in proportion.The hour having a*riTej t0 vrhicli the debate waslimited.*
The tllAIRM.^jj stated the question to be on the firstamendment of dlr. Stanton, ol Tennessee.
» T ? ii" ** exl^a'ued that some addition was nc-essary , tlie compensation of the seamen employed inle na\y or wtherwise the number required'bj* law could"o j® obtained, lie also thought it was impossible forti' <3 navy to perform service with less than nine thousandUien.,

1 Mr. FLORENCE said that there seemed to be a desirej on tl^e part of the committee to bring about a proper re-| orra m the navy. The first great step in reform would
j be to get tlie materiel proper of the navy well paid. Nowthe seamen composed the larger part of the navy rrorer'and it was admitted every where that they were not ade-quately paid lor the services they performs! It na3known thai there wai a walked distinction between thecompensation paid to seamen in the commercial marineand that paid to seamen in the navy, and it struck himthat the fijst great step of reform would be to give an
j adequate compensation to those who fought the battles ofthe country.

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, moved to amend the amend-
ment by strikiug out so much of it a?, proposod to increase
the present force of the navy. He would vote to givethe seamen an increase of pay, but could not vote to in¬
crease their number.
The amendment was agreed to: Ayes 73, noes not

counted.
; .Mr..STANTON said that, as the committee had refused

to increase the number of seamen, he would withdraw
his amendment to increase the sum in the item to
$3,126,948, and would move to increase the original
amount to $2,87'.t,9-18, which would bo a sufficient sum

i,, with which to pay the ten per cent, to the force alreadyemployed. He also withdrew his entire proviso, statingthat it was in the power of the President to increase the
compensation of the seamen, and the only thing neces¬
sary for the Mouse was to increase the amount.

Mr. MEADE said that he had couiparod the strengthof tlie other navies of the world with that of the United
States, and was clearly of the opinion that it was the dutyof Congress, and that it was sound policy on their part,iu the present critical condition of our foreign relations,to increase our naval strength.

Mr. PRICE moved to increase the bounty of ten percent, to twenty-five per cent. He thought it was verymanifest thai we could not obtain sufficient seamen to
man our naval vessels for the very inadequate compensa¬tion they were now receiving. The object the gentlemanfrom Tennessee had iu view in increasing the compensa¬tion of seamen was to obtain for our ships a full comple¬
ment of men; hut he (Mr. P.) thought that the increase-
would not prove sufficient for that purpose. He there¬
fore hoped his amendment would be adopted.The amendment was rejected.
The <iue8tion was then taken on the amen laient of Mr.

Stantow, and it was agreed to.
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to insert in the

bill the following:
"For building, equipping, and arming, with screw propel¬ler?, three frigate* and three sloops-of-war, $2,500,000, pro¬vided at least two of said frigate* shall be built by contractwith Capt. John Ericisoa, to be fitted with his caloric agent,

upon such terms nnd conditions is the President may pre-fcribe and accept."
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, raised the question that tlfe

amendment was not in order, not being authorized by ex¬
isting law.
The CHAIRMAN so decided.
Mr. STANTON appealed from this decision.
And the question being taken, the Chair was sustained:

Ayes 61. noes 60.
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to amend the

item appropriating $1,700,000 for repair of vessels in or¬
dinary, kc. by increasing the amount to *2,500,000,and l>y adding a proviso that the President, instead of
repairing old ships, may, in his discretion, apply anyportion of the sura aforesaid towards building propellersof an efficient character.
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of order, on

the same ground that he ruled the former proposition not
to be in ord«*r.

Mr. STANTON appealed, when.
The decision of the Chair was sustained: Ayes 70,

noes oT>.
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, then moved to decrease

the sum in the item lie proposed to amend $700,000.Se far as this money f»>r the repair of ships of the navy
was concerned, it would be the same as thrown away.They should let the old navy die out, as it ought to die.

Mr. SW EETSER referred to the old commodores in the
navy, and thought that they should be replaced. He was
either for building new ves«els or for refusing the appro¬priations to squander on old hulks.

Mr. TOOMBS thought that the House would perceive the
impropriety of legislating in this manner. The chairman
of the Committee oti Naval Affairs had moved to strike
out the large amount usually asked for the repair of ves¬
sels, accompanied with tlie declaration that the navyought to be permitted to rot down. Now, it was not wile
for them to legislate in passion. If the money was to be
squandered, he thought the system ought to be altered.
When the gentleman desired to reorgauizc the navy let
him bring in a bill, ami afford the House an opportunty
to consider it and pass judgment upon it as legislators.

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said that iu voting th$e
large sums they were actually voting to build vessels, t>r
in many cases tlu> repairs put ufion a ship cost more tfen
it would to build it. He did not mean to say that 4i«
money would be actually thrown away, but that the fe-
p'-irtruent would have nothing to do with it but apply ilto
the repairing of ship*. The gentleman from Oeorgia Ibd
said that he ought to lay before the House a bill to r®r-
gauize the navy. He had been tryii^ to do that forlhe
last twelve months, and had not been able to obtainan
opportunity to do so.

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, opposed the amcndmmt
of Mr. Staktos, as the appropriation was absolutelyne-
cessury to keep our navy afloat. Attacks upon the rary,such tis those made by the gentleman from Ohio, ha«. be¬
come quite too common. There was a time when the lavy
was regarded as the right arm of the public service ; and
when, in the history of the Government, hn 1 it everfiiled .

to perform its whole duty * The gentleman had alio al¬
luded lo the old commodores. These old men ha', per¬formed gallant services, and there should bo some Voice
here to shield them again»t reproache*. There Will not
one of them that was not an honor to the service.

Mr. HOUSTON then explained the necessity of tHs ap¬
propriation, and.

Mr. SWBETSER replied to Mr. Blows, declarinf that
lie did not intend to detract from the honor and gbry of
the uavy. He had only intended to call the attcnthn of
the country to the necessity of reform iu this braich of
the public service.

Messrs. STANTON, of Tennessee, MILLSON, and
CARTTER submitted a few remarks on tho subject,
when.

Mr. BROOKS moved to amend the item proposed to be
stricken out by adding thereto a proviso that in any case
where the repairs of a vessel would cost more than to
build another, the Secretary of the Navy may use this
appropriation for the construction of such other vessels as
he mav deem advisable.
He mentioned the case of the Macedonia, stating that

a large expense was incurred in cutting her down, be¬
cause there was no law authorizing the building of ano¬
ther vessel, and then they bad to rebuild her. Such now
wn« the absurdity of the law.

Mr. HOUSTON opposed the amendment.
But before any question was taken.
The committee ro«e.

A CHAROB ANSWERED.
Mr. LETCHER rose to a privileged question. He re¬

marked that yesterday som* allusion was made to the
Secretary of tho Interior, who was a constituent of his.
He had received from the Secretary this morning a detail¬
ed statement of all the facts which were then alluded to,and he desired to lay them before the House, that they
might go upon the record along with the charges made
against that officer.

After some conversation..
The SPEAKER ruled that it was not a privileged ques¬tion, and that the papers could not be read to the House

unless by consent.
Objection was made.
Mr. BRAOO moved a suspension of the rules to enable

him to move to take up Senate bill to extend pre-em| lion
rights to unsurvcyed lands, and for other purposes.Pending which.

Mr. STANLY submitted that the question just referred
to by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Lrtcmkr) was a
privileged one.
The SPEAKER said that he had not heard the papersread. /
Mr. STANLY insisted upon their being read.
But before this was done, the House adjourned.


